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October 3, 2009
Welcome Fellow PA,

National PA Week:  It is time to celebrate, that’s right, we worked hard to complete a goal and became certified PA’s.  During the week of October 6th – 12th, I hope most of you can find a way to promote public awareness of the Physician Assistant profession.  What you can do does not have to be a lot.  I know of three PA’s who will put out a platter of mixed veggies with a sign saying “Healthy food” and the calorie content, then right next to it a plate of mixed cookies and a sign saying “Not so healthy food” and the calorie content. They’re also printing a one page PA FAQ for quick reading while they nibble on the goodies.  They also put their names and numbers on cards for coworkers to give to their high school teenagers to talk about careers as a PA.  Obviously if you work in a prison, hopefully you have a locked break room where this is feasible, be creative and be safe but above all do something to promote your profession!  Additional information can be found at http://www.aapa.org/upcoming-events/pa-week 

Another site is the PA Week toolkit.  This is a large download (21.6 MB) with a plethora of ideas big and small, check it out at http://www.aapa.org/images/stories/PA_Week/toolkit.pdf 

The First 100 Days:  Our team is off to a good start.  We have officially placed our new officers in their new positions thanks to your input.  Over 65% of our members participated in the Survey Monkey, to review and officially vote in our new staff.  This is the first time in several years that all positions have been filled and we are ready to roll up our sleeves and make things happen.  CAPT Harry Taylor (ret.) was officially voted in as our 2009 Honorary Member.  CAPT Taylor has provided years of support to PHSAPA and we are grateful for his past actions.  Recruitment efforts paid off by maintaining our numbers through an economically depressed time.  We thank each and every one of you for your support. At our staff meeting on August 20th, we identified our first order of business:  To review our Bylaws.  As times change so does the need for us to revisit our way of doing business that is best for our organization.  We will be identifying areas for potential change and then requesting your support as we vote on them.  The Board also has a few small projects to complete including the work initiated by LCDR Grove, our Historian.  The Board will be at work on November 20th, 2009.
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Inexpensive CME in San Antonio, TX:  Capt Tanya Keck Smith with the Society of Air Force Physician Assistants (SAFPA) would like to extend an invitation to all USPHS PA’s to attend their annual CME event.  
Date:  November 11-14, 2009

Location: Drury Plaza, Riverwalk, San Antonio, TX

Cost: ONLY $100 member/ $135 non-member
POC: tanya.keck.smith@sheppard.af.mil   or tmkeck@yahoo.com WP 940-676-1770 or CP 757-753-6113
Go online to see brochure and additional information:

http://safpa.org 
Fallen PA Soldier:  As PHS continues to work with our Brother Armed Services, we take note of the ultimate sacrifice made by a PA serving overseas.  Captain Cory Justin Jenkins was killed in Afghanistan serving in the U.S. Army as a Physician Assistant on August 25th, 2009.  Some of our PHS Officers knew Capt Jenkins and requested to keep his family in our prayers.  See the link for additional information. http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/azcentral/obituary.aspx?n=cory-justin-jenkins&pid=132255903#
We are always recruiting! The Public Health Service Academy of Physician Assistants (PHSAPA) invites you to start or renew your membership for our fiscal year of July 1st 2009 – June 30th, 2010.  We are only a couple months into our new fiscal year, so it is not too late go to our website www.PHSAPA.com and follow the directions to submit your annual dues of $45.00.  If this is your first time, the cost is only $25.00 for your first year. If you are a PA in good standing with AAPA as a fellow member, please select Fellow Membership and provide your AAPA membership #.  If you are a PA who is not a member of AAPA please select Affiliate Membership.  
Stephen C. Smith

Stephen C. Smith, MS, PA-C 

PHSAPA President

Stephen.smith2@fda.hhs.gov
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Current Membership

	Jul 2009- Jun 2010 LAST_NAME
	FIRST NAME
	Rank

	Amaya
	Lisa
	LT

	Been
	Candace
	LCDR

	Birts
	Tisha
	AAPA

	Bonfiglio
	Susan
	CDR

	Bunnell
	Rebecca
	LCDR

	Cole
	Gary
	CDR

	Corbin
	Patricia Diane 
	LCDR

	Dib
	Mark
	LCDR

	Elizonda 
	Epifanio 
	RADM

	Forbes
	Abnnah
	LCDR

	Forster
	Gerard R.
	LCDR

	Gosman
	William
	CAPT

	Grove
	Randall
	LCDR

	Hager
	Paul
	LT

	Hunter-Buskey
	Robin
	CDR

	Marks
	Ian 
	LCDR

	Martinez
	Maria
	LCDR

	McKinnon
	Mark
	LT

	Milner
	Michael
	RADM

	Morris
	Joseph
	LCDR

	Placide 
	Frances 
	CDR

	Portt
	James
	CAPT

	Ridings
	Tansy
	Student

	Rigney
	William  
	LCDR

	Rivero
	Joseph 
	LT

	Ruiz
	Melinda
	LT

	Russell
	Karen
	LCDR

	Sluss
	Rodney
	LT

	Smith
	Stephen
	LCDR

	Smith
	Valerie
	Student

	Swanson
	Robert 
	LT

	Tran
	Hung
	LCDR

	Van Horn
	Pieter
	LT

	Zarychta
	William
	LT

	zz - Moritsugu
	Kenneth
	ret. ADM

	zz - Rhoades
	Everett R.
	DR.

	zz - Taylor
	Harry
	ret. CAPT


zz designates Honorary Member
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PHSAPA


Board of Directors ��LCDR Stephen C. Smith,


President





LT Mark McKinnon,


President Elect





LT Rodney Sluss,


Treasurer





LT Pieter Van Horn,


Secretary





CDR Ian Marks,


Vice President





LCDR Randall Grove, 


Director/Historian





LCDR Patricia Corbin,


Director 





LCDR Maria Martinez,


Director


�RADM Michael Milner,�CAPT Harry Taylor,


Ex-officio


Mark the Date: All Members Conference Call, 10 December 2009, 0800pm EST (2000)     call in 866-619-7571, code 4274208 


21 November 2009 – Next Board of Directors Meeting
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Please visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.PHSAPA.com" �www.PHSAPA.com�. You can click on our name and send us an email (see the Board of Directors tab).  First time using our website and have a suggestion to make our site more user-friendly? Please send your ideas to LT Sluss or LCDR Smith.





DID YOU KNOW… The United States Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) projects that the number of PA jobs will increase by 27% between 2006 and 2016.  The BLS predicts the total number of jobs in the country will grow by 10 percent over this 10-year period.  The PA profession was ranked the fourth fastest growing profession in the country by CNN.com and Forbes.com in 2007.





FEELING GOOOOOD!   Isn’t it a nice feeling knowing that you have graduated, become certified and now have a position while approximately 12,000 students are enrolled in PA programs across America, wishing that they were you… Enjoy a moment as you reflect on this thought!
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WE have the INFO You Want We have Members contact info but how should we disperse it?  A Subcommittee will soon take shape as to how this info will be presented.  Our current policy is to send to our members only a list of who is a member.  If you see a name you want to get in contact with, send me an email, and I will send it to them so that they may reply to you.  





If you notice that your rank is incorrect due to a recent promotion, please send me an email so that I may correct it.





(Actually, that goes for any change in address or contact information, please help me to help those who would like to touch base with you!)











